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(57) ABSTRACT

A cold worked stainless steel bezel for a portable electronic
device is provided. The bezel is secured flush to a housing
to form part of the case of the portable electronic device. A
brace that includes a slot for receiving a wall extending from
the bezel is fixed to the housing. When the bezel engages the
housing, the wall of the bezel is inserted in the slot of the
brace and releasably held by a spring that engages both the
brace and the wall. The bezel can be released by disengaging
the spring, (e.g., using a special tool or a magnetic field).
Because the bezel is manufactured from cold worked stain-
less steel, it is hard and resistant to impacts. Cold worked
steel also facilitates manufacturing within design constraints
and tolerances, and requires very little machining after
manufacturing to comply with those constraints.
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